Special care dentistry: part 1. Dental management of patients with inherited bleeding disorders.
The most common cause of excessive bleeding is idiopathic, but bleeding can also be caused by inherited or acquired conditions associated with vascular defects, platelet defects or coagulation disorders. This paper will cover inherited bleeding disorders. Every clinician will encounter a patient who complains of prolonged bleeding following certain procedures; most commonly dental extractions. In the majority of cases the cause is often a local one and can be managed using simple local measures. However, prolonged post-operative bleeding following dental treatment might be one of the first signs of a bleeding disorder in an undiagnosed patient, necessitating referral for further investigations. Some patients may present with an already confirmed diagnosis of a bleeding disorder, requiring appropriate treatment planning and dental management in an appropriate setting with haematological advice. This paper will provide guidance on how to achieve this. To update clinicians on the dental management of patients with inherited bleeding disorders and how to decide the most appropriate setting for the provision of dental care.